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Kevin Cox

 
Illustration 1 – Limpopo province

Auteur : Kevin Cox, 12 mai 2005.

1 The settlement shown here is located some thirty or so miles north of Polokwane in

Limpopo province. Under apartheid it would have been a so-called “resettlement point”.

It  would  have  then  been  in  one  of  the  so-called  “homelands”  and  so  one  of  the
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destinations for those South Africans whom the apartheid government aimed to “re-unite

with their  ethnic  brothers”.  Originally  the housing structures  would have been very

rudimentary, consisting mainly of corrugated iron. They have been improved over the

years so that now they have concrete or brick walls. The fact that some are still in the

course of improvement is also evident. Improvement has been in accordance with the

flow of money through the area. For the most part this comes from migrant workers

working in distant cities like Pretoria or Johannesburg, in mining areas or even on white

commercial farms in Limpopo. Under apartheid their migratory status would have been

enforced.  Now  they  can  choose  to  settle  closer  to  their  work  if  they  wish  to.  It  is

significant that they have chosen to remain migrant workers and improve their housing

in the former resettlement points. There are several reasons for this. One is the greater

physical  security  for  dependents  compared  to  the  big  cities.  Significant  amounts  of

money have been invested in the housing and the market for them is poorly developed; so

relocation would be at a considerable financial loss. In addition, lots are larger than in the

city allowing keeping chickens and goats. As a result these sorts of settlement are likely

to be a continuing feature of the South African landscape for a long time to come.
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